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VOLUME XXX1X NUMBER 2 


is published monthly by and for the members of The PHIL-MONT MOBILE RADIO CLUB, INC. 
whose purpose is to promote Amateur Radio in general, and Mobile Radio in particular. Copying and quoting is 
permitted with a credit line. We gladly exchange publications with other amateur radio clubs; requests should be 
. sent to the Editor. BLURB subscriptions are available to non-members for $6.50 addressed to the Treasurer. The 
club meets at 8 PM on the first non-holiday Monday of every month at The Franklin Institute, 21st Street and the 
Benjamin Franklin Parkway, Philadelphia. Use the rear entrance. ALL VISITORS ARE WELCOME! 
Amateur Radio License Examinations - every meeting night at 6:30 PM-SHARP! 


CLUB INFORMATION 


- 24 Hour Information Number at W3TKQ - 


(215) 448-1139 


Mailing Address: P.O. Box 88, Abington, PA 19001 


STATIONS 
W3QV - 147.03 MHz. Repeater - 8200 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA - Trustee W3BBB 
W3RQZ - 1176 Old York Road, Abington, PA - Trustee W3VVS 
W3TKQ - The Franklin Institute, Philadelphia, PA - Trustee W3PWG 
W3TKQ Operators; WA3AAL, Fred; N3ABS, John; K3TEF, Frank; KA3PIC, Jack; W3PWG, Rollie 


OFFICERS 
PRESIDENT: W3UY, Larry Clifford, 615 Apache Lane, Norristown, PA 19401 
VICE PRESIDENT: WA3AUN, Mark Ackerman, 821 Moredon Road, Meadowbrook, PA 19046 
; SECRETARY: N2RM, Rob Moore, 9U Rose Rita Terrace, Hammonton, NJ 08037 
TREASURER: KB3IV, Ed Masarsky, 15 Poe Avenue, Wyncote, PA 19095 


DIRECTORS 
W3BBB (90); K3GBA (A); W3IIM (A); W3IIN (A); KB33W (89); K3KUD (89); W3LKI (90) 
COMMITTEES 
Archives: W3IIN. Membership: W3IIN Repeater: W3BBB 
Awards: K3K UD MO-COM 5: N3DHI Special Events: N3FVI gn 
Banquet: N3EBE Net Control: WB3CMM Sunshine: it... 
BLURB: W3PST Program: WA3AUN VE Program: ND3Q 
Directory: WB3KOJ Publicity: N3EAY W3TKQ: W3PWG 
DX: WA3AUN Refreshments: Welcome: W3VVS 
BLURB STAFF 


Editor: W3PST, Woody Haldeman, 125 Keeley Ave., New Britain, PA 18901 
(215) 345-1890 
Artist: Sam Kuncevich ‘ Assistant Editors: W3IIM & WB3KO) 


Typist: W3IIN 


DEADLINE: To be assured of publication in the current month, all copy MUST be in the hands of the Editor at 
the Bored of Directors’ Meeting. 


NET SCHEDULE 

147.030 MHzFM — ‘“‘Sunoay mornina 2 METER NET”’ 
10:00 28.400 MHzSSB_ ‘10-on-10 NET” 
10:20 3.993 MHzSSB 75 meter NET 

Tuespay 20:00 147.030 MHzFM CW eractce NET 


Sunpay 09:30 
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FEB 6 General Meeting prograa: 
General aviation coa- 
aunications and naviga- 
tion equipaent by LN 

Feb 15 Directors’ meeting at 
KAJAHO & NSFTIC’s 

ine 2 ate 

HAR 6 General Meeting 

Mar 15 Directors’ meeting at 
KB3IV & NIGLU’s 

nae eee 
APR 3 General Meeting 
Apr 27? Dinner aeeting with 
DELHONT ARC 
a ae 
HAY 1 General Meeting 
May 17 


Directors’ meeting at 
W3UY’s 2 


_ (Florida Skip) - The 6th edi- 
tion of the Florida Skip 2-Meter 
aap is off the press. Editor 
Bill Tucker, W4FXE indicates the 
new map 1S 100% updated. It is 
printed on 1) x 17 light yellow 
paper with black ink. Each city 


| 


as its own box containing repeat- 


er frequencies, 

Another list 
makes 
has what frequency. 

To obtain the new Florida re- 
peater ap, send 25 cents with 
business sized SASE to: MAP, Box 
501, Miaai Spring, Fl 33266 

The new Florida 440 Whz re- 
peater map is also available, 


with editor Harlin Cohn, W4UIM 
sayans it is uch like the 2- 
meter map, but printed on light 


green paper. 

An extra 25-cents for the 440 
repeater map can be mailed with 
the 2-mseter aap for 25 cents post- 
age on your SASE. 


Tnx to the BRATS & The Repeater 
Journal. 


on the side | 
it easy to see which city - 
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HAVE ng a, 


Have you ever been out on the 
highway, and needed to call for 
help on the repeater? 


Have you noticed that the bad 
weather seeas, as if by magic, to 
make all the “rag chewers” cone 
out of the woodwork 


Have you noticed how long a 
winute-or-two seeas when you're 
waiting for a long-winded talker 
to end so you can break-in for 
help? 


Have you noticed that the folks 
who have already made it hose 
Safely, or have been hose all 
day, seem to be the ones who 
tie-up the repeater? 


Have you ever considered that 
ours if a “MOBILE” radio club, 
and that the repeater 1s NOT the 


lace to ‘hold-forth” during 
highway emergency conditions? 


Perhaps we need a special “high- 
way-emergency = repeater aode 
which, when activated, - will re- 
duce the time-out setting to 45 
seconds. 


Think about it. Your emergency 
traffic might be at stake. — 
WSIIM 


THANKS ! 


_ The archives have just been 
Significantly increased by Rol- 
lie’s latest offering: the offi- 
cial club ainutes book froa Decea- 
ber, 1962 through Deceaber, 1965! 

Included in this red-leather- 
(ette?) journal are the original 
articles of incorporation - dated 
Noveaber 7, 1958, meeting atten- 
dance records, and early versions 
. bylaws and rules of eleotion,. 
etc. 

An observation: In 1964 there . 
was an average of 6 meabers on 
each comaittee! poee) we seen 
to have trouble getting one aea- 
ber per coanittee.| 
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<APPLE BYTES... 


O4-EUNICE BOHLANDER (XYL W3VVS) 
OS-MICHAEL L. CONCORDIA — WBSKAC 
-STUART BLAKE TENER —- KAS3TNH 

Q6-P. C. MARRUCHELLA —- WBRZEKK 

O7-LOU ANDREWS (XYL WSIRS) 

10-SHARON MASARSKY - NSGLU (XYL KBSIV) 

11-JERRY RUSSELL —- K3JR 

14-KAY RUSSELL (XYL KZSJR) 

16-VIRGINIA ZIEGLER (XYL WB2SZF) 

17-SAMUEL C. SMITH - K3SGBA 

18-DR. .LESTER W. BURKET —- WSHG@J 

—-MIM ROESHMAN (XYL WSLKI) 
28-ROGER N. COX —- KSTYB 
—-ROBERT LACHMAN — WS3UG 
HELF FPHIL-MONT 
ARE YOU PLANNING TO JOIN ARFL OR RENEW YOUR 
CUPRENT MEMBERSHIP? HELP FHIL-MONT BY JOINING 
OR RENEWING THROUGH THE CLUB...CONTACT KBSIV 
FCR THE DETAILS. 
DIRECTORY UPDATE 
LAST CALL ... IF YOU HAVE ANY CHANGES FOR THE 
1989 DIRECTORY, OR WANT TO MAKE ANY CHANGES IN 
' YOUR INFORMATION (BIRTHDAYS ETC.) LET ME KNOW 

NOW. NEW DIRECTORIES WILL BE MAILED WITH THE 
AFRIL OR MAY RLURB. 


ew ee ee we ee me re ee rr ee ee ee ee ee a a a ae es aes ecw 


-.--DE WE2KOJ 


en Ee 


QT xX ! 

Visitors at W3TKO during 1988 
90 PA 2 HI DX 
12 NJ 2 40 F6BCP | VE S$ - 
23 NY 21™N ss GAGLE 7/88 ten we 

14 MD 1 C0 G4H6V KASW 

7 FL 1 CT G7AQR ATTER- 

3 GA 1 TA GWAWFX MONTH DANCE Nov Tek Gen Adv Ext 
5 IN 1 KS HB9RS Feb WT T “3 “TT -F 7 
(cA TNE JAW] a — ue 

4 DC 1 NC JHIDDF May. 7 

4 DE 1 NE JQIHFT fe l ; 3 j i 
4 VA ! WH LUSE JX Aug i] 9 > 

4 Wa 1 OR ONIBRI Sep 5 9 1 

3 MA 1 RI VE2FYD re f ‘ ; ; | 
3 IX 1 VT VE2GWE Dec 7 > j 2 

2 Al VKSKEF Jan 8 4 j 

Wy TT WW -F ~y F 


261 amateurs from 33 states, plus 


14 DX. Total elements given: 201 


WIPWG 
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The PREZ SEZ ) 
WSUY 


_ Elsewhere in this nonth’s BLURB appears recently ceapiled statis- 
tics of the results of the "VE" Pete conducted at the Franklin In- 
stitute. They are a permanent tribute to the foundation set by Jake 
Kovalchek, AK2I, and continued by Ramona Dabagian, KM3N. 

It iS not an easy task to complete the complex paper work neces- 
sary to process new haas, as well as those who i Pak along the road 
of ham radio. It is through the help of other VEs in the olub that 
the prograa has been such a success, The professionalisea with which 
they all conduct the examining sessions is self evident. No problea 
has tarnished the reputation of the program here at the Institute. 

" eH of those involved rate a special note of appreciation froe 

e club. 

Tise has aoved on. Both Jake and Ramona have aade their contribu- 
tion to the prograe. With the February exaas ag Rhodes, KD3Q, 
has agreed to guide our program. I personally thank usty - who has 
been a very frequent exasiner since being certified - for eg oh 
forward and taking over. But, Dusty needs help to continue the hig 
Standards. | 

In our club, we have Extra Class hams who have yet to becoee 
VEs. To those of you so described, I invite you to get in touch with 
Dusty and become a VE. Acting as a VE is a very satisfying experi- 
ence. The look of accoaplisheent Pe successful candidates, be 
they teenagers or through to senior citizens, when they receive their 
certificate, is an unwritten parageepn of “thank yous”. a 

Won't those of you who are Extra Class, but not now VEs, join us 
in this great service to ham radio? There is also a need for others. 
with Advanced as well General Class licenses to help with the paper 
work. Please help us to continue the high quality in the testing 
prograa. It will be a plus for our club. | : 


y Sama CORNER 
_ Fo PHILMONMTERS : 

ANY ONE KNOWING A 
PUBLISHER WILLING TO ‘RISK’ 
My STORY, LET ME KNOW, T 
HAVE TRIED 3 SOFAR.11 THEY 
WONT TOUCH IT WITH A 9 FT 


WHIP ANTENNA, 


MINUTES 
DIRECTORS MEETING 
DECEMBER 1988 


The December mid month meeting was held at the Broomal, PA QTH of 
Charles A. Andrews "Frenchie", W3IRS. The large turn out included 
W3BBB, WB3CMM, W3DSG, W3LKI, K3GNM, KB3IV, W3VVS, W3GQD, W3IRS, 
W3UY,N3EAY, and N2RM. As usual N3EAY called the meeting to order 
RaLy Gubekly dispensed with the Treasurers report. 67 members have 
paid their 1989 dues.so far. 


Membership 
W3BBB handled the membership committee activities, and Stuart Tener, 


KA3TWH, and Virginia Macrie, KA2ZZA were voted in as new members. 


W3ITKQ 
It was mentioned that W3TKQ got the replacement coax cable but it 


was not known whether it has been installed yet. 


KB3IV said Dick Bectel has not given his usual contribution yet this year. 


He therefor made the motion that Phil-Mont provide the money for the 
purchase of callbooks for W3TKQ. W3LKI seconded the motion and the 


board approved it. 


Technical Committee (W3BBB) 
Jim discussed interference problems at the repeater. 


MOCOM: (W3BBB) 
Earphones have not been purchased yet. 


AWARDS (W3BBB again) 
They will be made in January. Ballots have been tabulated but more 


information is needed. 13 ballots have been received. 


BLURB (W3IRS) 
Sam Kuncevitch wants to, write a 3 month article in the Blurb about 


the "Philadelphia Story. It was decided that W3BBB will get back to 
him about it. 


New Business 
N3EAY showed the group the ARRL Club Presidents Workbook which he 


had just received at about the end of his term as President. 


Banquet 

W3BBB will be asking during the nets in the next few weeks as to 
the interest in the club for a 40th Anniversary Banquet. It would 
be held in the first 3 weeks of November 1989 at a price of approx- 


imately $25 per person 


Proposed Ham Fest 
WB3CMM indicated that there are several clubs interested in getting 


together for an Indoor/Outdoor hamfest to be held probably in Feb. 
1990 at Sun Center. He agreed to be Phil-Monts liason with Dennis, 
WB3LGJ. It is anticipated that the profits earned will be split 
based upon the participation of the clubs. 


Volunteer Examinations. . 
A replacenent for Ramona is needed. W3UY, agreed to contact Dusty, 
ND3Q as a possible replacement. 


Meeting was adjourned at 9:45PM and refreshments provided by Lou 
were enjoyed by all. 


Respectfully Submitted, 


Robert R. Moore, N2RM, Secretary 
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happened on October 3, 1979. At 
about 15:00, a tornado touched 
down in Poquonock, a section of 
Windsor, Connecticut, and cut a 
1/2 mile wide swath, three eiles 
long, right to the doer of the 
terainal building at Bradley In- 
ternational Airport in Windsor 
Locks. 

_ The. terainal is where the Na- 
tional Weather Service office is 
located, with cosaunications sys- 
teas to its radar site, NOAA 
Weather Radio and the State Of- 
fice of Civil Preparedness. They 
were suddenly deaf and ute. 
Even the terminal’s emergency gen- 
erator went down shortly after it 
was triggered on. 

Foraer Windsor police chief, 
Maxie Patterson, sent a car into 
the area to find out the extent 
of the probles. Then another. 
Then he called the town civil pre- 
Paredness director and said, 

It's like a black hole up there. 
I've sent officers to investigate 
and hear nothing back.” Without 
normal cComaunications, officials 
literally didn’t know what was go- 
1ng on. 

The scene left officers 
speechless. mer get out of 
their cars to help the injured. 
Houses were ere ase leveled. 
some 52 homes were destroyed, 342 
buildings damaged. Three people 
died and others suffered injuries 
Or emotional trauea. A volunteer 
fireaan happened to be a hae. He 
went on a couple of area repeat- 
ers at about 17:00 and reported 
the disaster, peat for haes to 
help. Some 125 amateurs checked 
1n at the town’s civil prepared- 
ness office by 20:00. By the 
tiae the er Pl operation was 
over, more than 300 aeateurs had 
Provided essential 
tions. 

In this instance, the police 
radio system remained operation- 
al. But it was so overloaded it 
couldn't handle all of the neces- 
Sary traffic. Hams were posi- 
tioned at sensitive locations as 
observers, Search teams going in 
to find injured people each had a 
ham operator along to relay ees- 
Sages to the ambulance services. 


coseunica- 
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Other haas ud assigned to 
town officials who had business 
In the disaster area but are not 
normally in the town’s coaaunica- 
tions systea. When evaluation 
teases were sent in, they cosauni- 
cated by amateur radio. 

There are incidents of aea- 
teur radio suppleaenting police 
emergency communications every 
month somewhere in the country. 
When an oil storage tank burst 
and duaped a aillion gallons of 
011 into the Nonongahela River at 
Floreffe, Pennsylvania in January 
1988, asateurs monitored the situ- 
ation, checked that contingency 
plans were peared f and relayed 
Inforaation to city and environ- 
mental officials. 

In December 1987, the Nation- 
al Weather Service issued a torna- 
do watch for eastern Arkansas. 
Haas trained as observers watch- 
ed, too, and the first report of 
a tornado on the ground was re- 
ates Hp the SKYWARN NET. 
NWS radar had not detected the 
funnel but a warning was issued 
on the basis of the aaateur re- 
port. 

There was an incident in Con- 
necticut where radar indicated a 
Warning should be issued. But an 
amateur on the scene reported 
high altitude activity with noth- 
ing affecting the ground. A need- 
less warning was averted. 

_ When Northwest Airlines 
flight 255 crashed at Detroit Met- 
ro, amateur radio responded and 
set Up Communications betweeh the 
crash site and the esergency oper- 
ating center. Haas also activat- 
ed additional links on other re- 
peaters to interconnect emergency 
services and to comaunicate asong 
area hospitals. 

When the Pope visited San An- 
tonio, hams set up five voice and 
two data channels to handle the 
expected overflow of aessage traf- 
fic. By aid-afternoon it becaae 
obvious the plan for handling 
aissing and displaced persons was 
Inadequate. The haas started an- 
other radio net on a different 
frequency. 


Continued next aonth........ giareceie 
Tnx to W3PXY and LAW and ORDER. 
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AMA )R RADIO; 
Back by For Police 
- Part 1 of 2 - 


Hurricane Gloria, in 1985, 
hit the eastern coastline hard. 
The store wasn't quite so bad by 
the tise it reached Newington, 
Connecticut, but it was enough to 
knock out all electrical power. 
Some residents were without power 
for four days. 

The Town Hall lost power, and 
even the telephone switchboard 
went down. The storm command cen- 
ter moved to the Police Depart- 
ment which was operating on an 
emergency generator. But the Po- 
lice Department lost telephone 
service, too. Amateur radio oper- 
ators quickly responded to coordi- 
nate storm reports and to backup 
the overloaded police radio sys- 
en 


It was a routine operation 
for police and the “hams.” They 
had practiced such a scenario 
many times. 

The Newington Amateur Radio 
League, an affiliate club of the 
American Radio Relay League (AR- 
RL) which happens to be headquar- 
tered in Newington, has worked 
with its local police departaent 
for a decade. 

It was in January, 1983 that 
Chief Thomas G. Ganley decided to 
put amateur radio to a real test. 
A simulated loss of the police 
comaunications systea was planned 
- and the haas responded. 

At 10:00, the police radio 
was shut down. Hass were as- 
Signed to the police dispatch cen- 
ter. Other hass were dispatched 
with each patrol car. The rest 
of that shift, until 15:25, was 
served exclusively by amateur ra- 

10. 

The hams coepared their 145 
and 220 MHz bands with the police 
460 MHz frequency and discovered 
communications were better on the 
amateur 220 band than on the po- 
lice 460 band. That's one advan- 
tage of being able to operate on 
different frequency bands. You 
can choose the one that best 
meets the need. 

Hams have to be part of any 
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such emergency operation requir- 
ing extra coamunications. Under 
Federal Comeunications Coamission 
(FCC) rules and regulations, only 
licensed Amateur Radio Operators 
may operate on amateur frequen- 
cles. 

Actually, a licensed amateur 
may act as a control operator. 
Newington Dispatcher Paul Jensen 
and the officers on duty could 
talk on the amateur radio but the 
control operator must be on the 
premises. 

“The drill went smoothly,” 
Chief Ganley recalled. So smooth- 
ly that volunteer amateurs are 
now issued photo identification 
cards under a foraal agreement es- 
tablishing them as the official 
backup communications group for 
the town’s police departaent. 


‘Amateur Accoaaodations 


When the department sodern- 
lzed its coeamunications systea 
and dispatch center, an extra op- 
erating position with its own ra- 
dio was provided in the police 
console strictly for an amateur. 
An amateur antenna also joined 
other antennas on the radio tow- 
er. Now, hagas need only get thea- 
selves there, they don't have to 
bring radio equipgent along. 

Aeateur Radio is not the sane 
as Citizen's Band. Amateurs are 
permitted up to 1,000 watts of 
output power on a range of fre- 
quency bands that work in an ex- 
tended local area to literally 
around the world. 

Obviously, haes use the band 
and power level that best serves 
the situation, in most cases a lo- 
cal FH pepeater operating around 
146 or 220 WHz. CBs are lisited 
to five watts of AM output in the 
area of 27 WHz and repeaters 
aren't allowed. Aeateurs esust 
pass examination by the FCC to 

et their licenses. There is no 
icensing of CBs. While CB clubs 
in some areas may be a help to lo- 
cal law enforceaent, the capabili- 
ties of amateur radio far exceed 
those of CB. 

One exaaple of how aesateurs 
are sometimes put to the test 
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NEW MEMBER 
APPLICATION 


NAME: Lee Pasplin 

HANDLE: Lee © 

CALL: NSEKR 

CLASS: Extra . 

ADDRESS: 5647 Arlington St. 
Phila, PA 19131 

HOME PHONE: (215) 877-5431 

OCCUPATION: Fire Paramedic 


: re cr eee = ee eee 


HAMEFPES TS 


We'll print an ongoing sched- — 


ule of Haafests based on inforaa- 


tion received. Please help us 


keep our Tist current. If you 


don't see your favorite event 
listed here, it’s because YOU 
didn't send it to WSIIM prior to 


the BLURB deadline! 


~-- Q --- 

MAR 5 DOVER, PA 
YORK WINTERFEST 

APR 28-30 DAYTON, OH 

HAMVENTION 
REPEATER 


Due to the recent ‘grunge’ on 
the repeater, the special “sleep” 
mode may often be eaployed after 
eidnight, so that our loyal con- 
trol operator can get some unin- 
terrupted sleep. 

The repeater was put in that 
mode on Sunday 1/22 at approxi- 
mately 01:30. Later in the aorn- 
ing, the early-eorning, pre-net, 
kerchunkers thought the repeater 
was down. Apparently they didn't 
remeaber that, when in “sleep” 
aode, the repeater can be “awak- 
ened for a 30 minute period sia- 
ply by keying 611 on the input 
frequency. — 

(Be nice to your sleeping 
control op - entering 611 will 
put it back to sleep when you're 
finished. ) 

Jim: now we'll really see who 
reads the BLURB! 
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IT SEEMS } me... 


_ In Phil-Mont, as in any orga- 
nization, there are those who are 
very active in the running of the 
club and are usually very visi- 


ble. There are also those who 
are satisfied to be “just eea- 
bers. Between the two is the 


largest group of members, many of 
whom have contributed auch to 
Phil-Mont in the past, and others 
who are currently engaged in 
projects or efforts which contrib- 
ute to the welfare or knowledge 
of all of us. 

No matter which group you 
fall into, we're glad to have 
ou, but we want to know about 

he projects, ideas, and efforts 
that are being put forth on be- 
half of the club, or amateur ra- 
dio in general. Jo prosote and 
recognize such efforts, the club 
annually presents awards to aea- 
bers, and, in some cases, nonsea- 
bers, who, in the opinion of 
their fellow-eeabers and the 
Awards Committee, deserve such 
recognition. : 

In recent years there has 
been poor response to the Awards 
Committee's request for nomina- 
tions for awards - a situation un- 
fair to the deserving and 
self-spawning of disinterest. 

Let’s have a .better year in 
1989. The Awards Coasittee needs 
your input and your interest; we 
can’t operate fairly. unless you 
help! Let us know who 1s doing 
things, and when we ask for nomi- 
nations, show your interest in 
Phil-Mont by responding. We will 
all benefit from a renewed sense 
of pride in what Phil-Monters are 
doing. | 


K3KUD 
Chairman, Awards Committee 


(215) 448-1139 


Net Control operators: 
Announce this nuaber on each net! 
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AWARD(_ \F THE PHIL-MONT MOBILE RADIO CLUB ( 
GEORGE B. WEED MEMORIAL, W3KN 


To be presented to a person, group, or organization, not necessarily members of Phil- 
Mont or a radio amateur, who, in the opinion of the Awards Committee has made a significant 
contribution tothe Club or to Amateur Radio, and who in so doing has expressed the philosophy 

_ of unselfish helpfulness for which George Weed will be remembered. 


The award to be inscribed ‘In Recognition of Service to Amateur Radio’’ 
Need not be awarded annually. 


LEROY HAUSER MEMORIAL 


To be presented to a Club member who has, in the judgement of the Awards Committee, 
contributed to the welfare of Phil- Mont by distinguished service beyond that which is normally 
expected of a member, for an extended period of time. 

The award shall be inscribed ‘‘For Distinguished Service’’ 

Need not be awarded annually. 


PHIL-MONTER OF THE YEAR 


To be presented annually to that Club member whose contribution to Phil- Mont has been 
- outstanding. May be for a single or extended effort within a given year. 

The award shall be made on the basis of a secret vote by the General Membership. In the 
event that fewer than 33% of the total membership cast votes, the Awards Committee shall 
_ caucus to select a suitable recipient. Should no member be considered to merit the award it need 
not be given in that year. 


LADY PHIL-MONT AWARD 


To be presented to the wife or daughter of a Club member in recognition of a specific or 
sustained contribution to the welfare of Phil-Mont or its members. Recipient will be selected 
by the Awards Committee. 

Need not be awarded annually. 


IDUABMUG AWARD 


To be awarded to the Club member adjudged by the Awards Committee to have. 
committed the biggest faux pas of the year. 


CERTIFICATE OF APPRECIATION 


To be awarded at any time to amember or nonmember who has expended special effort 
on behalf of the Club in a specific instance. (e.g. Guest speaker; Event chairman) 
To be awarded by the President or the Board of Directors. 


CS A OOS OE EE ET RS Oe mts + me RED e+ 


AE gt EERE + REE ee we CEES oe 3 ree 


NOTEWORTHY? 


For the first year since 1980, the Awards committee (if there was one) saw fit to make no awards this year. 
Perhaps none were warranted; Perhaps no one cared: Perhaps things will improve next year. de W3IIM 
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The Graf obec was a Ger- 
man airship built in 12928. It 
was 800 feet long and 100 feet in 
diameter. The airship was hydro- 
gen filled and could fly Wpere 70 
miles per hour. It was the only 
airship ever to fly completely 
around the world. 

On August 1, 1929, the Graf 
leppelin left Friedrichshafen, 
Germany, and flew to Lakehurst, 
New Jersey. At Lakehurst, the 
Graf Zeppelin picked up 63 passen- 
gers and then headed eastward to 
Start a circuanavigational air 
trip in the northen heaisphere; 
Lakehurst to Friedrichshafen, 
over Siberia to Tokyo, then to 
Los Angeles, and return to Lake- 
hurst. 

Suddenly the radio ausic of 
the Clicquot Club Eskiaos was 1n- 
terrupted by an announcer who 
said that the Graf Zeppelin had 
just been sighted south of De- 

roit, and was travelling east- 
ward. 

Hy father sprung into ac- 

tion! He turned off the radio 
and began giving orders, like a 
Navy Chief, to mother and ee. I 
ran outside and opened the garage 
doors. Mother locked up the 
house. Father started the Ponti- 
ac Six and backed the car into 
the driveway. We all were on our 
fe to --- Where are we going I 
asked. , 
The Pontiac rolled over the 
bricks (highways and streets were 
paved with bricks back then) and 
out onto U.S. Highway 6. My fa- 
ther explained that saybe we 
could see the Graf Zeppelin if we 
got to the Vickery light beacon 
in tiee. 

The tires husaeed over the un- 
even bricks as we drove 45 mph to- 
ward the Vickery emergency 
field. It was a ware night and 
the sky was clear. Soon we could 
see the silver shaft of light 
sweeping the night sky ahead of 
us; it was the Vickery light bea- 
con probing the sky to guide the 
pilots at night. 
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When we finally arrived at 
the emergency field, and parked 
along the road, we found that we 
weren't the only ones who had the 


Same idea. We waited and watched 
the sky to the north and west for 
some Sign of an airship. 

fter some tine, a 
Single-engine aa droned over- 
head, westward toward Toledo, its 
blue exhaust flame fading into 
the distant darkness, no doubt a 
nail plane from Cleveland. — 

We began to tire of waiting. 
A neighboring fareaer, with a kero- 
sene lantern, walked up the road 
and ea us. He wanted to 
know what all these people were 
ett out here this tise of 
night. He was told about the 
flight of the Graf Zeppelin, and 
he, in turn, reported that he had 
heard on a Cleveland radio 
Station that the airship had been 
Sighted passing to the north of 
Cleveland, over Lake Erie, and 
was headed toward Lakehurst. 

Because of the clear weather 
conditions, Dr. Hugo Eckener, Coa- 
mander of the Graf Zeppelin, had 
elected to fly over Lake Erie 
where the winds were aore favor- 
able and the air aloft auch cala- 
er. 

We were all. Haag ane 
have missed seeing the airship; 
one by one the cars left the 
field. We returned hone at a 
auch slower pace than our earlier 
trip. The Graf Zeppelin arrived 
at Lakehurst the next | to coa- 
plete the trip around the world 
in 21 days, 8 hours. See trip 
from Friedrichshafen and return, 
21,250 miles, was navigated in 21 
days, 5 hours, 31 ainutes.) 

Four years later (1933), I 
had the experience of standing 
ay terly under the Navy's new 785 
foot ong giant rigid airship 
Macon aS it made a test flight 
over northern Ohio and passed 
over our city. 
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Continued, page 13 

relays insti..tions to a mission 
control center, which dispatches 
the rescue units. Hission con- 
trol in the U.S. is at Scott Air 
Force Base in St. Louis, Mo. The 
system is managed by NASA from 
Greenbelt, MD. 

Other earth processing sta- 
tions are located in Canada, 
France, Norway, Britain and the 
USSR. They cover tee al) 
of the Northern Hemisphere. 
Ground stations in Brazil and 
Chile cover only a saall portion 
of the Southern Hemisphere. 

After years of debate and dis- 
- cussion, the U.S. Coast Guard re- 
cently issued a final rule requir- 
Ing the new 406 MHz EPIRBs on 
U.5. uninspected fishing, fish 
processing and fish tending ves- 
sels. These vessels carry 
247,000 fishermen each year. 

After August 17, 1989, none 
of these vessels may operate with- 
out an automatically activated 
beacon that operates on either 
406. MHz or 121.5 WHz. A grandfa- 
ther clause will permit the use 
of old EPIRB units until 1994. 

The use of 406 HHz frequency 
on the new EPIRBs is designed to 
improve the world wide satellite 
detection system that is slowly 
being adopted " world safety or- 
ganizations. he syste@ uses a 
new, more powerful, distress bea- 
con that has a signal with great- 
er range and better frequency sta- 
bility. The radio signal aay 
also be encoded with identifica- 
tion information, which, in some 
cases, gives the exact location 
of the distress signal. 

The ost important advantage 
of the 406 WHz EPIRB is that 1s 
distress signals are processed on- 
board the satellite and retrans- 
mitted to the nearest earth sta- 
tion when in range. This enables 
the system to cover the entire 
planet. Additionally, position 
accuracy 1S ilaproved. The 406 
MHz system can locate distress 
Signals with an accuracy of 2-5 
km, whereas the older 121.5 
system promises accurate location 
only to within 20 ke. 


Tnx to KSIYT & Chesapeake Bay Maq- 
azine. 
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THE YEAR I8 1929 
W3VVS 


One balmy evening, late in Au- 
ust, we were listening to the 
pex Model 11 console radio in 

our living room. My parents regu- 
larly listened to the ausic of 
the Cliquot Club Eskimos on the 
NBC station WIR, Detroit. I was 
lying on the floor in front of 
the radio playing with several 
Tootsie Toy automobiles. — 

Hy father grew up in Colua- 
bus, Ohio. One of the younger 
kids in the neighborhood was 
named Eddie Rickenbacker. This 
association may have influenced 
his attitude toward aviation in 
his later years. 

When I was about 7 years old, 
ay father went ona kite flyin 
binge. He made all kinds 0 
kites out of rip-sawn yardsticks 
obtained free from local hardware 
stores, and used mother's old 
dress patterns for covering the 
kite framework. We flew thes 
fron the open fields on grandfa- 
ther’s fara. ; 

The Hae | owned an autoao- 
tive equipaent” store and ay fa- 
ther was the local Goodyear Tire 
and Rubber Co. dealer and distrib- 
utor. As a prosotional stunt, a 
saall Goodyear “bliep flew fron 
Akron Ohio and came to town to 
fly overhead and advertize the 
“Goodyear” name, as they often 
did for other tire dealerships. 
My father was offered a ride over 
the city but declined when ay 
nother ade a big fuss about hie 
being killed - and what about 
that “no flying” clause in his 
life insurance policy! 

I read, in a library book, 
‘all about those light beacons 
that were visible at night 
throughout northern Ohio, and how 
these rotating beacons sade a 
highway in the sky” at night froe 
coast-to-coast. The U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce - Airways Divi- 
sion established these beacons so 
that aviators and air ail pilots 
in particular, could fly at night 
from city to city. 
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PHIL-MONT’s HONOR RV }.L 
--- OUTSTANDING MEMBER --- 


W3JGB Bob Ferree 1958 W3QQH Jim Spencer 
W3QQH = Jim Spencer 1959 W3WNC_ Hy Hecht 
W3QV Brad Martin 1960 W3QQH Jim Spencer 
W3VXN _ Bill Bornmann 1961 W3QQH Jim Spencer 
W3PXY George King W3ZPP Charlie Stouth 
W3QQH Jim Spencer 1962 K3GNJ Enos Bartol 
1963 K3KUD_ Bob Schmilewske 
Award now retired and on permanem display at U3 TKO 
--- LEROY HAUSER MEMORIAL AWARD --- 
W3ADV Fred Shaw 1979 K3KUD Bob Schmilewske 
W3QQH Jim Spencer 1981 W3PWG_ Rollie Madera 
W3GOW Charles Greenwood 1983 N3DHI Rick Spencer 
WA3CNI Sam Kuncevich 1984 W3IIM — Jack Haring 
W3KN ~~ George Weed 1985 AK2I Jake Kovalchek 
K3TKZ — Ed Jars 1986 W3SRU Howard Gilpin 
W3AWG Jim Rogers 1987 W3BBB Jim Spencer 
--- PHIL-MONTER OF THE YEAR --- 
W3DSG __ Ernie Juliani 1968 WA3ARY Sid Elfant 
K3GNJ — Enos Bartol 1979 W3QQH = Jim Spencer 
K3CEE Bob Cox 1981 AKa2lI Jake Kovalchek — 
K3KUD — Bob Schmilewske 1982 W3AWH John Tinaglia 
W3YHV _ Bill Bubeck 1983. WB3KOJ Don Gordon 
W3YJM Charles Gilbert 1984 W3IIN = Jinny Haring 
W3WNC_ Hy Hecht 1985 N3DHI Rick Spencer 
W3QZO_ Bob Thomas | 1986 AK2I Jake Kovalchek 


1987 W3RM_ Dick Moll 
--- LADY PHIL-MONT AWARD --- 


sates Peg Schmilewske 1967 K3QNX Shelley Klein 
ee Elaine Spencer 1971 K3QNX __ Shelley Klein 
aes Edna McVaugh a Lillian Jars 
W3ZLE Dot Jorrett 1979... Lou Andrews 
out Emma Shaw 1987... Stella Tinaglia 
--- GEORGE WEED MEMORIAL AWARD --- 
W3VVS __ Paul Bohlander 1986 __..... Sam Kuncevich 
W3RM __ Dick Moll 1987 W3IIM — Jack Haring 
W3BBB Jim Spencer W3IIN = Jinny Haring 
--- IDAUBMUG AWARD --- 
(GUMBUADI spelled backwards) . 
W3ADV_ Fred Shaw 1967 K3HIJ = Joe Elmaleh 
W3GIF Al Hamilton 1970 W3QQH Jim Spencer 
W3AWH John Tinaglia 1971 K3PHC — Jim Bock 
W3YHV _ Bill Bubeck W3VXN __ Bill Bornmann 


Page 7 


HIGH DEFINITION TELEVISION: 


Suppliers can now play by 
the FCC’s new rules 


The skies have cleared consid- 

erably for High Definition Televi- 
sion (HDTV) service in the time 
Since our August report on the 
subject. The Federal Comaunica- 
tions Commission has, with unchar- 
acteristic swiftness, issued sone 
guidelines on the subject. As a 
result, the companies, which have 
been attempting to. develop HDIV 
systems, now have a set of ground 
rules to play by. 

What the FCC has decreed is 
not so surprising. Stated sia- 
ply, HDIV broadcasts aust use the 
existing VHF and UHF television 
bands. In transaitting over 
those bands, the terrestrial 
broadcasters ay not use amore 
than 12 WHz of bandwidth (a con- 
ventional NISC “channel” now 
occuples 6 MHHz). Finally, any 
HDTV Signal aust be compatible 
with the current NISC systea, so 


that the screens don’t go dark. 
for owners of current TV sets. : 


How the developers of HDIV go 
about achieving this is their own 
business: The FCC won't pu an 
fetters on the  technologica 
imagination. 

The day after the FCC’s Sep- 
teaber 1 pronouncement, Zenith 
Electronics unveiled its contribu- 
tion to the party, the 
Spectrua-Compatible HDIV Systea. 
An examination of the Zenith pro- 
posal indicates that it’s the 
technological equivalent of hav- 
ing your cake and eating it, too. 

Quite simply, what Zenith has 
developed is a way of squeezing a 
30 MHz HDTV signal into the 6 MHz 
Space of a conventional NISC chan- 
nel. And because of the way the 
signal is encoded and transait- 
ted, it can pene) the unused, 
“taboo” channels that now act as 
buffer zones between active NISC 
channels. As the icing on the 
cake, Jenith’s 6 MHz HDTV systea 
would also permit cable operators 
to carry the signal without hav- 
ing to modify their systeas. 
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The essence of the Zenith sys- ( 


tea is the way it leproves upon 
the current method of broadcast- 
ing NISC Signals. Specifically, 
the reason for the “taboo” bands 
between JV channels 1s that the 
eee amount of power required to 
ransmit an NTSC signal would 
cause interference on an adjacent 
channel. That 15 why, in large 
cities, the FCC allocates only ev- 
ery other VHF channel, and every 
Sixth UHF channel. 

According to Zenith, it is 
the low-frequency components of 
the NTSC signal that require the 
most power for  transaission. 
‘These are the frequencies below 
200 KHz. The ie 
portion-above 200 KHz-uses less 
than one percent of the ane ay 
needed for the coaplete broadcas 
signal, says Zenith. This 15 
very Similar to eusic reproduc- 
tion ina hoee hi-fi systes: It’s 
the low-frequency bass notes that 
ead put the strain on an aapli- 

ler. 

Zenith’s Spectrua-Coapatible 
systea uses digital coapression 
to reduce the transaission-power 
requirement by about 90 percent - 
or only 10 percent of the asount 
required to transait a convention- 
al NTSC broadcast with the sae 
service area. Actually, Zenith 
splits the HDIV signal into two 
frequency bands. The video por- 
tion above 220 KHz is still trans- 
mitted as analog information. 
Meanwhile, the video signals be- 
low 20 KHz, along with the audio, 
the synchronization and other in- 
formation, are converted to digi- 
tal fora and transaitted during 
the vertical blanking interval. 

Because the digitized inforaa- 
tion can be transalitted aore effi- 
clently than if 1t were in analog 
form, says Zenith, the low power 
levels required won't interfere 
With broadcasts transaitted over 
the adjacent channels. This 
means the foreserly “taboo chan- 
nels can now be used. In prac- 
tice, a TV station could continue 
broadcasting conventional NISC 


programs over its current chan- 


nel, and air the HDTV version of 
the same program over the previ- 
ously vacant adjacent channel. | 


Continued on page 13 


PIN-POINT 
AIR SEA RESCUE 


A new satellite and EPIRB 
frequency laprove rescue 
systeas for shipwrecked sailors 


On Septeaber 13th, 1988, the 
NOAA-11 satellite was launched 
aboard an Air Force Atlas-E vehi- 
cle from Vandenberg Air Force 
Base in California. It joins the 
orbiting NOAA-9 and 10 satellites 
to provide better coverage and 
more accuracy to the COSPAS/SAR- 
SAT system. This is a satellite 
rescue system operated jointly by 
the United States, France, and 
the Soviet Union. It is designed 
primarily to provide for world- 
wide rescue of airmen and sailors 
in distress. . 

COSPAS 15 a Russian acronya 
for the Soviet part of the search- 
and-rescue system which relays 
distress signals from Emergency 
Position ene at Radio Beacons 
(EPIRBS) on vessels in distress 
on the high seas. 

At present there are three 
classes of EPIRBs. Class C, de- 
Signed primarily for use in coast- 
al waters, transeits a distress 
Signal over VHF marine radio chan- 
nels 16 and 15. Classes A and B 
EPIRBS transait their distress 
Signals simultaneously over 121.5 
and 243.0 HHz. These higher fre- 
quency trans@issions are received 
and stored by orbiting satel- 
lites, then relayed to a ground 
Station when one comes in range. 
These will now be replaced ny new 
EPIRBS transmitting on 121.5 MHz 
and the new 406 MHz frequency. 

Since 1982, when the first So- 
viet COSPAS satellite was placed 
into orbit, aore than 596 victias 
of aviation accidents and 506 
Sallors in distress on the high 
seas have been rescued when the 
distress signals from their 
EPIRBS were relayed via satel- 


-11 Satellite last Septeaber, 
there were two COSPAS and two SAR- 
SAT satellites in the systema. Un- 
der this configuration, the satel- 
lites could detect a distress 
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Continued fros f 8 
Fooling The Eye 


For the record, the sleight- 
of-hand that Zenith accoaplishes 
in squeezing 30 MHz of inforaa- 
tion into takes advantage of 
the peculiarities of the huaan 
eye. Because the eye 1S gore sen- 
Sitive to detail in still images 
than in moving images, and be- 
cause most of what appears in any 
TV scene is Stationary il@agery 
that's redundant from frase to 
frame, the Jenith systea trans- 
mits stationary iages at higher 
resolution than the aoving ones. 
This method economizes on band- 
width. 

As th aight ees le- 
nith’s HDTV scheme puts a great 
burden on the HDTV aonitor/re- 
ceiver in the home. Extensive 
digital signal-processing will be 
required. Here, Zenith offers 
little information on the actual 
hardware, except to speculate 
that only one segabyte of field 
memory will be required. The end 
product would be a /8/7.5-line 
progressively scanned display, 
which Zenith claias is coaparable 
in resolution to a 1,000plus-line 
interlaced display. Width-wise, 
lenith says its system can pro- 
vide whatever width-to-height 
aspect ratio the marketplace de- 
aands - be it 16 to 9, 5 to 3 or 
even today’s 4 to 3. Audio, of 
course, would be digital stereo, 
with CD-level quality. The 
company adds that VCRs would ea 
pace with the HDIV broadcas 
systea, in that the 6 MHz of band- 
width required is only slightly 
more than current Super VHS. 
machines now accomaodate. 


Tnx to Consumer Electronics 


Se ra a nL SS A TD 


Signal within an average of two 
hours anywhere on the planet. 

But the aa gners had to be 
stored aboard the satellite, to 
be transmitted to earth stations 
only when an earth relay station 
came into range. The earth sta- 
tion processes the signal, then 


Continued on page 14 
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watt-hrse 

watt-re 

watt-hre 

watt-hre 

watt-hrs 
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0.1198 
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5.787x10-4 
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10-3 
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BTUe/min 
fi-ibe/min 
f-ide/ sec 
hp 
hg-calories/min 
watts 
BTUs 
ft-ibe 
hp-hours 
hg-calories 
kg-metere 
ccs 

cu ft 

cu ine 

cu metere 
gels 
quaerte (liq) 
geale/esec 
cme 

a | 

ine 

hme 

mme 
cme/eec 
fR/min 
ft/sec 
kume/he 
miltes/hr 
ft/min 
ft/sec 
kmae/fhe 
kme/min 
milee/fhr 
miles/min 


knots 
metere/min 
cme 

ine 

radians 
Grams 
greins 

Ibe 

graeme 

ozs (troy) 
tone (long) 
tone (metric) 
cu in 

litters 

ozs 

Graeme 
graine 

tone (short) 
grame 

Ide (troy) 
oze (troy) 
cu ft 

cu In 

gals 

cu ft/sec 
lba/cu in 
Iba/cu ft 
atme 

ft water 

In mercury 
kgs/sq cm 
Gegrees 
kge 

ibe 

tone (short) 
loe 

oze 

kgs 

Ibe (troy) 
tons (long) 
oze (troy) 
tone (metric) 
BTUs/min 
ft-lbe/min 
ft-ibe/sec 
no : 
kg-calories/min. 
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